[Quantitative tear study using the red phenol test in the Brazilian population].
To detect normal values of red phenol thread test in the Brazilian population and compare it between different races, age and sex. 280 white individuals (560 eyes) and 280 non-white individuals (560 eyes) were analyzed regarding sex and age, and analyzed using the Phenol Red test. Individuals with ocular diseases, contact lens or ocular drug users were excluded from this study. Of the 1,120 evaluated eyes, the mean +/- standard deviation result was 19.77+/-7.90 mm. The mean result found in this study was an intermediate value compared to the previously studied populations (Japanese and American).